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History 

Governance 
Chief Justice Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye teamed with State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson 
to establish the California Task Force on K-12 Civic Learning. The Task Force was charged with making 
recommendations elevating the status of civic learning in schools, so that all students in California gain the 
knowledge, skills and values they need to protect and participate in our republic. The Task Force was 
overseen by the Power of Democracy Steering Committee. The Power of Democracy Steering Committee 
formed in July 2013 and was charged with implementing policies on civic education adopted by the Judicial 
Council. The Power of Democracy Steering Committee accepted the Task Force’s final report, Revitalizing 
K-12 Civic Learning In California: A Blueprint for Action, released in August 2014. 

Butte County is one of six pilot counties that was selected to create a local Civic Learning Partnership 
committee to develop and implement a plan for promoting civic learning in their county. The Butte County 
Civic Learning Partnership was formed in February 2015 with the goal of developing civic literacy, 
disposition and participation of all K-12 students by integrating the Six Proven Practices in Civic Learning into 
instructional practice and school life, and also by providing civic learning models and resources that can be 
used by teachers and schools. The committee’s work and achievements during the second year of this two-
year pilot program are outlined in this 2016 Annual Report.  

The California Civic Learning Partnership (CCLP) of Butte County is a nonpartisan committee consisting of 
approximately sixty well-respected leaders in Butte County. The committee is led by Judge Kristen A. Lucena 
of the Butte County Superior Court, Tim Taylor, Butte County Superintendent of Schools and new co-chair 
Jack Danielson, Regional Vice President - California of the Horace Mann Companies replaced previous co-
chair Michael Dailey. Members of the CCLP of Butte County include judges, the District Attorney, a County 
Supervisor, a City Council person, Representatives from Senator’s, Assemblyman’s, and Congressman’s 
offices, lawyers, local business owners, former and current high school principals, members of the League of 
Women Voters, teachers and high school students.    

Since the 2015 Annual Report was issued in January 2016, there have been three additional full committee 
meetings: February 10, 2016, May 13, 2016, and September 7, 2016. 

Policy Setting 
The CCLP of Butte County previously announced that all fourteen of the county’s fourteen school districts 
and the Butte County Office of Education adopted civic learning resolutions aimed at supporting a 
comprehensive civic learning curriculum and programs in all K-12 schools in Butte County, making it the first 
county in the state in which all school districts have adopted civic learning resolutions. This was quite an 
achievement for the CCLP of Butte County and provided the support necessary to further develop the 
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programs and reach additional K-12 students. The passage of these fifteen resolutions has continued to 
directly impact over 31,0001 K-12 students countywide. 

Programs 

The members of the CCLP of Butte County spent the first year focused on developing four distinct programs 
that would incorporate and interact with the six proven practices in civic education. In its second year the 
CCLP has maintained its original four programs, including the Student Voter Education program which was 
renamed the Civic Education program to include a broader focus on civic learning. The CCLP also developed 
a new subcommittee for National History Day. It is the CCLP’s belief that each of the six proven practices 
are represented within the programs. These practices are: classroom instruction in government, history, law 
and economics; service learning projects tied to the curriculum; simulations of democratic processes; 
extracurricular activities that have a strong civic dimension; student participation in school governance, and 
discussions of current events and controversial topics.  

I. Mentoring Civic Engagement 
The Mentoring Civic Engagement program has continued to grow and thrive throughout 2016. 

The goal of the program has been to promote civic engagement amongst high school students through 
mentorship programs that focus on government, business, and leadership. Students acquire knowledge of 
how community issues and problems are addressed and solved by local government.  

The program is driven by actively engaged teachers, administrators, citizens, and civic leaders such as 
business owners and government administrators, who are willing to provide resources and facilities for 
simulated/mock city council and county government meetings. Students in a particular school or 
organization such as the Boys and Girls Club, are offered the opportunity to participate in an organized 
simulation in their community. Those students that are interested are connected with program mentors. At 
the first of two meetings, students work with mentors and identify what community issues they are 
concerned about and would like to address in the simulation. A mock agenda and budget are drafted from 
those discussions, and used in the second meeting which is the actual simulation of a town council, city 
council, or Board of Supervisors meeting.  

Achievements:   
a. Paradise High School (Paradise) – With meetings on May 11th and 18th, students were 

able to engage in a mock town council meeting at the Paradise Town Hall. The agenda for this simulation 
included issues selected by the students, such as funding a safe and accessible teen center in the town of 
Paradise for teens after school and on weekends. Students also discussed developing more employment and 
internship opportunities for youth within the town, and explored how developing a community partnership 
could help.  

b. Table Mountain School, Butte County Juvenile Hall (Oroville) – Students met on May 
11th and 18th, to plan and participate in a mock Board of Supervisors meeting. Students at the Table Mountain 
School represent various areas of the county. They raised issues of importance to them affecting their region 

                                                           
1 http://www.ed-data.org/county/Butte  
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The Mock Trial Program has continued to provide this learning opportunity for Butte County 
students with the continued support of its subcommittee and other community partners. The Mock Trial 
subcommittee would like to enhance the program by encouraging participation in all schools in Butte County 
to include curriculum related to the judicial branch from kindergarten to high school, and to ultimately 
answer the question of why rules and fairness are valuable in a child’s life.  

The subcommittee’s work emphasizes two different programs:   

 High School Mock Trial. Each spring, local high schools compete in a mock trial sponsored 
by the Constitutional Rights Foundation. The year-long program introduces a criminal case with variances 
that allow high school students to learn how to prepare opening arguments, argue pretrial motions, and 
examine witnesses. With the assistance of CCLP of Butte County members and school advisors, each team 
consists of lawyers, witnesses, and courtroom staff. The Butte County competition takes place at the Butte 
County Superior Court with a Superior Court judge presiding and deciding the matter. The winning team 
then moves onto a state competition, and potentially to the National High School Mock Trial event.   

 Elementary Mock Trial. At the third and fifth grade school levels, participating teachers 
incorporate a classroom mock trial simulation within the current curriculum. The students are taught the 
three branches of government, roles in a courtroom, and the flow of a trial. Currently, each May, elementary 
students from local schools in Butte County participate in Law Day with a mock trial simulation at the Butte 
County Superior Court.   

Achievements:   
a. High School Mock Trial (LPHS/PVHS) - The Butte County Office of Education, in 

conjunction with the Butte County Superior Court, hosted the annual high school mock trial competition in 
March 2016. Each school actively engaged in preparing the students with the assistance of attorney mentors 
and the school advisor. The program included approximately twenty (20) students from Las Plumas High 
School and approximately twenty (20) students from Pleasant Valley High School. Pleasant Valley High 
School moved onto the state competition on March 23, 2016 in Sacramento.  

b. Elementary School Mock Trial Simulation (Parkview Elementary 
School/PVHS/CHS) – On May 6, 2016 a mock trial was held at the North Butte County Courthouse in 
celebration of Law Day. A Superior Court judge presided and approximately twenty-eight (28) students 
participated. A classroom visit on April 27, 2016, preceded the trial. At the classroom visit the judge and four 
high school students, who wrote the mock trial script, presented on the three branches of government, 
checks and balances and the U.S. Supreme Court. 

c. Elementary School Mock Trial Simulation (Notre Dame Catholic School/PVHS) – 
On May 6, 2016 a mock trial was held at the North Butte County Courthouse in celebration of Law Day.  A 
Superior Court judge presided and approximately twenty-three (23) students participated. A classroom visit 
on April 27, 2016, preceded the trial. At the classroom visit the judge and four high school students, who 
wrote the mock trial script, presented on the three branches of government, checks and balances and the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

Special thanks to CCLP of Butte County members and community leaders: Charles Copeland (Teacher, Retired), Bob 
Cranston (Pleasant Valley High School), Deidra Cross (Parkview Elementary School), Mike Dahl (Educator, Retired), 
Laura Davis (Sutter County Superior Court), Tahj Gomes (Law Office of Washington and Heithecker), Caroline 
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d. High School Leadership Luncheons (PVHS/CHS/PHS) – Butte County Superior Court 
judges and numerous CCLP committee members have continued their annual High School 
Leadership Luncheons program. The luncheons bring together high achieving high school 
seniors interested in government with Superior Court judges and local leaders in an informal 
setting. The luncheons provide a platform to commend the achievements of exceptional 
students, as well as provide guidance to enhance their future endeavors. Students learn firsthand 
experiences from community leaders and discover what inspired them to choose their specific 
career paths. The atmosphere prompts enthusiasm and encourages civic engagement and for 
students to explore roles of opportunity in their community. This year thirty (30) students 
participated and represented three schools: Pleasant Valley High School, Chico High School, and 
Paradise High School. 
 

Special thanks to Farshad Azad (Azad’s Martial Arts), Mark Beebe (Chico High School), Jessica Candela (CSU 
Chico), Hon. Michael P. Candela (Butte County Superior Court), John Christie (Paradise High School), Juleah Cordi 
(Office of Assemblyman James Gallagher), Joseph Earley (Law Offices of Joseph M. Earley III), Reanette Fillmer (City 
of Chico), Jolene Francis (Enloe Medical Center), Mark Francis (Golden Valley Bank), Hon. Robert A. Glusman 
(Butte County Superior Court), Kris Hahn (Chico High School), Cliff Jacobson (Spray Chem Chemical Company), 
Maureen Kirk (Butte County Board of Supervisors), Hon. Kristen A. Lucena (Butte County Superior Court), David 
McKay (Chico Unified School District), Hon. Sandra L. McLean (Butte County Superior Court), Peggy Moak 
(Treasurer-Tax Collector), Sean Morgan (City of Chico), Chief Michael O’Brien (Chico Police Department), Michelle 
Power (Bidwell Perk), Renee Spaggiari (Pleasant Valley High School), and Dr. Richard Thorp (California Medical 
Association).  

Future 
The full committee will meet again in the Spring of 2017. Members of the CCLP of Butte County will 
continue to strive to improve the quality and effectiveness of civic learning in schools by focusing on 
strengthening and growing its programs. It is the committee’s desire that the Six Proven Practices in Civic 
Learning are implemented and that together we will:  

1. Provide instruction in government, history, law and democracy;  

2. Discuss current local, national, and international issues and events in the classroom, particularly those that 
young people view as important in their lives;   

3. Design and implement programs that provide students with the opportunity to apply what they learn 
through performing community service that is linked to the formal curriculum and classroom instruction;   

4. Offer extracurricular activities that provide opportunities for young people to get involved in their schools 
or communities;   

5. Encourage student participation in school governance; and  

6. Encourage students’ participation in simulations of democratic processes and procedures.  
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