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History 

Governance 

In July 2013, the Power Democracy Steering Committee was formed with the purpose of overseeing the Task 

Force and implementing policies on civic education adopted by the Judicial Council. The Power of 

Democracy Steering Committee accepted the Task Force’s final report, “Revitalizing K-12 Civic Learning in 

California: A Blueprint for Action,” released in August 2014. The report summarizes the need for civic 

engagement in the state and makes specific calls to action for improving civic education based on the Six 

Proven Practices in Civic Learning: classroom instruction in government, history, law and economics; service 

learning projects tied to the curriculum; simulations of democratic processes; extracurricular activities that 

have a strong civic dimension; student participation in school governance; and discussions of current events 

and controversial topics.  

In keeping with the “Blueprint for Action” report’s call to action, Butte County was one of six pilot counties 

selected to create a local Civic Learning Partnership committee to develop and implement a plan for 

promoting civic learning locally. Formed in February 2015, the California Civic Learning Partnership (CCLP) 

of Butte County is a non-partisan committee initially led by Judge Kristen A. Lucena of Butte County 

Superior Court; Tim Taylor, Butte County Superintendent of Schools; and Jack Danielson, Regional Vice 

President of Horace Mann Companies. The formation of the CCLP of Butte County is a result of the 

California Task Force on K-12 Civic Learning established by Chief Justice Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye and State 

Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson. The purpose of the task force was to make 

recommendations to promote civic learning in schools with the ultimate goal of ensuring that all California 

students develop the civic literacy and values necessary to become active participants in the democratic 

process.  

The Butte County Superior Court (BCSC) has continued to carry out Butte County CCLP’s mission to 

develop civic literacy and participation for all K-12 students through the integration of the Six Proven 

Practices in Civic Learning in classroom instruction and school culture. BCSC works towards this goal by 

providing civic learning models and resources that can be used by instructors and schools. Despite 

unprecedented challenges such as the 2018 Camp Fire and the 2020 Covid-19 Pandemic, BCSC has remained 

steadfast in its goal and adapted to meet the changing needs of the community it serves. This was achieved by 

holding some scheduled events remotely during the Pandemic and reaching out to local schools to resume 

outreach programs and events, such as Judges in the Classroom and Leadership Luncheons, when Pandemic 

restrictions were lifted. This report outlines the outreach events held by Butte County Superior Court and 

Butte County schools during the August 2023 – May 2024 school year which exemplify the community’s 

resiliency and judiciary’s commitment to support local educators foster civic literacy and engagement in their 

classrooms.  

Programs 

The Butte County Superior Court’s ongoing partnership with Butte County Schools has led to the 

development of a number of outreach events and curriculum programs emphasizing civic education. The 
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Figure 32: Number of Schools Visited by School Year  

 

 

Figure 33: Number of Students Visited by School Year  
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