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History 

Governance 
The Power Democracy Steering Committee was formed on July 2013 with the purpose of overseeing the Task Force 
and implementing policies on civic education adopted by the Judicial Council. The Power of Democracy Steering 
Committee accepted the Task Force’s final report, “Revitalizing K-12 Civic Learning in California: A Blueprint for 
Action,” released in August 2014. The report summarizes the need for civic engagement in the state and makes 
specific calls to action for improving civic education based on the Six Proven Practices in Civic Learning: classroom 
instruction in government, history, law and economics; service learning projects tied to the curriculum; 
simulations of democratic processes; extracurricular activities that have a strong civic dimension; student 
participation in school governance; and discussions of current events and controversial topics.  

In keeping with the “Blueprint for Action” report’s call to action, Butte County was one of six pilot counties selected 
to create a local Civic Learning Partnership committee to develop and implement a plan for promoting civic learning 
locally. Formed in February 2015, the California Civic Learning Partnership (CCLP) of Butte County is a non-partisan 
committee initially led by Judge Kristen A. Lucena of Butte County Superior Court; Tim Taylor, Butte County 
Superintendent of Schools; and Jack Danielson, Regional Vice President of Horace Mann Companies. The formation 
of the CCLP of Butte County is a result of the California Task Force on K-12 Civic Learning established by California 
Supreme Court Justice Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye and State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson. The 
purpose of the task force was to make recommendations to promote civic learning in schools with the ultimate goal 
of ensuring that all California students develop the civic literacy and values necessary to become active participants in 
the democratic process.  

Butte County Superior Court’s (BCSC) commitment to the CCLP’s goal of promoting civic literacy and participation 
is demonstrated through its outreach programs. BCSC partners with local schools each year by providing civic 
learning models and resources that can be used by instructors. This year’s report highlights the court’s expansion of its 
outreach services to additional students and educators through programs such as Judges in the Classroom and the 
High School Leadership Luncheons. The community’s reception to these programs demonstrates the need for civics 
education and its value for students and the community. This report includes outreach events held by BCSC in 
partnership with Butte County schools during the August 2024 – May 2025 school year. These events typify the 
court’s mission of taking a leadership role in the community by supporting the hard work of local schools to provide 
civics education and instill a sense of civic duty in the next generation of local leaders and innovators.  

“… PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT WITH THE WORK OF THE COURTS RESULTS 
IN A BETTER-INFORMED POLITY AND A MORE ROBUST DEMOCRACY.”   

Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr. in his 2024 End Report on the Federal Judiciary 
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Future Goals 

I.  Expand Leadership Luncheon Program to Prospect High School 
In keeping with this year’s expansion of the Leadership Luncheon Program, BCSC would like to extend an invitation 
Prospect High School students to attend a luncheon event in the upcoming school year. While the court has made 
efforts to include a number of local high schools across Butte County in its Leadership Luncheon events, it has yet to 
partner in Prospect High School in Oroville. Given the positive impact that this event can have on young 
participants, the court is excited to connect with a new group of students who could benefit greatly from the 
opportunity to meet judicial officers and local leaders. The court plans to reach out to Prospect High School this year 
to coordinate a Leadership Luncheon event and looks forward to connecting with students and faculty in the hopes 
of expanding student interest in leadership opportunities.  

II. Promote the Leadership Luncheon Program via the Chico Enterprise-Record 
Promoting the Leadership Luncheon program is key in order to foster participation of community mentors and 
recognize outstanding student leaders. One way to promote the program is to showcase the leadership luncheon 
events through local news publications such as the Chico Enterprise-Record (E.R.). The Chico E.R.’s “Snapshots” 
section regularly publishes photos of events held by local organizations.  

III. Promote the Judges in the Classroom and Justice Saying Walking Tour Programs 
The court’s Judges in the Classroom and Justice Saying Walking Tour programs can both be incorporated into 
instructors’ existing or future government and civics curriculum while also allowing students to connect with the 
court. This opportunity to learn about complex topics in an accessible manner directly from judicial officers is a 
unique way to make government and civics concepts come alive for students thus sparking their interest at a young 
age. However, there may be K-12 instructors who are unaware of these programs and the flexibility with which they 
can be integrated into their classroom. This is why the court plans to promote these programs by reaching out to 
schools and by disseminating copies of our Annual Civics Outreach report to K-12 teachers and administrators in a 
timely manner allowing them to incorporate such activities in their upcoming curriculum. In addition to this the 
court can create e-flyers with program information and provide them via email to local teachers and school 
administrators.  
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