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The Superior Court of California, County of Butte has adopted the following Local Rules of Court: 
Local Rule Title Effective Date 

1 General Rules July 1, 1990 

2 Law and Motion July 1, 1989 

3 Administration of Civil Litigation July 1, 1992 

4 Administration of Unlawful Detainers July 1, 1997 

6 Alternative Dispute Resolution January 1, 2006 

9 Custody/Visitation Mediation July 1, 1990 

12 Probate Rules July 1, 1998 

13 Documents Presented for Filing July 1, 1989 

14 Attorney Fees & Cost Reimbursement  January 1, 1991 

15 Family-Centered Case Resolution Process January 1, 2013 

16 Family Law July 1, 1990 

17 Juvenile Court Rules (Attorneys Representing 

Parties in Dependency Proceedings) 
July 1, 1996 

18 Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) January 1, 2001 

19 Domestic Violence Coordination Rules July 1, 2004 

20 Criminal Law January 1, 2017 

21 Electronic Filing July 1, 2017 

22 Appellate Division Rules July 1, 2008 

50 Administrative Rules  July 1, 1996 

51 Complaint Procedures July 1, 2019 

 

 

  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORN IA COUNTY OF BUTTE R ULES 

APPL ICABI LITY OF R ULES. Pursuant to the passage of Proposition 220 on June 2. 1998 and 
the unanimous vote to unify by the Butte County Judges, the courts in Butte County are a unified 
Superior Court. Unless otherwise noted, ru les are applicable to all cases includin g cases of limited 
jurisdiction. 

The Uniform Local Superior Court Rules of the Third Appellate District (Third Appellate District 
Rules) are no longer in effect in the Butte County Superior Court. 
To the extent any previously adopted "policy" of the Butte County Superior Cou 1t is in conflict 
with Butte County Local Ru les I , 2, 3, 4, 6 , 9, 12, 13, 14, 15 , 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 2 1. 22. 50. or 51 
the new local rule supersedes the previous policy. Local court ru les adopted previously are hereby 
superseded by these rules. 
Copies of the Superior Court of California, County of Butte Local Rules of Court and subsequent 
amendments have been fi led with the Judicial Council and the Clerk of the Coutt in accordance 
with Government Code Section 68071 and Ca lifornia Rule ofCou1t 10.613. Copies of th e ru les 
may be purchased from the Clerk of the Court at One Court Street. Oroville, CA 95965. 

DATED: November .1}_, 2025 

SHARlr LMALLAH, Court Executive Officer 
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LOCAL RULE 1 GENERAL RULES (Effective Date: 7/1/90, as amended 7/1/03, as amended 7/1/04, as amended 

1/1/06, as amended 7/1/06, as amended 7/1/08, as amended 1/1/09, as amended 7/1/09, as amended 7/1/11, as amended 1/1/12, as 

amended 7/1/12, as amended 1/1/13, as amended 7/1/13, as amended 1/1/14, as amended 7/1/14, as amended 7/1/16, as amended 

1/1/18, as amended 1/1/19, as amended 7/1/19, as amended 1/1/20, as amended 4/2/20, as amended 4/23/20, as amended 5/18/20, 

as amended 6/15/20, as amended 7/1/20, as amended 7/10/20, as amended 7/21/20, as amended 10/26/20, as amended 7/8/21, 

7/1/22, as amended 1/1/23, as amended 1/1/24, as amended 7/1/25) 

1.1 RESERVED (Effective 7/1/90) 

1.2 FILING OF MOTIONS IN LIMINE (Effective 7/1/90, as amended 7-1-00, as amended 7/1/14, as amended 1/1/18) 

A. Any and all motions in limine in connection with any anticipated civil trial shall be filed 

five (5) Court days prior to the Trial Readiness Conference.  The judge may allow filings 

after this date for good cause. (Effective 7/1/90, as amended 7-1-00, as amended 7/1/14, as amended 

1/1/18)  

1.3 SMALL CLAIMS VENUE (Effective 7/1/03, as amended 1/1/18) 

A. All Civil matters, including Small Claims, are filed at the North Butte County Courthouse 

located at 1775 Concord Ave., Chico, CA 95928. (Effective 7/1/03, as amended 7/1/13, as amended 

1/1/18)  

1.4 RESERVED (Effective 7/1/90, as amended 1/1/00)  

1.5 MULTIMEDIA AND NON-DOCUMENTARY EXHIBITS (Effective 7/1/90, as amended 1/1/00, as 

amended 1/1/20, as amended 7/1/25) 

A. Multimedia (e.g. Flash Drives, DVDs, et al) and other non-documentary items, whether 

labeled or presented as Exhibits or Attachments, will not be accepted by the Court as part 

of any filed pleading, motion, or document. All pleadings, motions or petitions, or any paper 

filed with the Court, must be presented solely in paper (or electronic paper) format and in 

conformance with the requirements of California Rules of Court, Rule 2.100 et seq. Any 

Exhibits or Attachments other than paper must be incorporated by reference in the paper (or 

electronic paper) document and submitted in the manner consistent with this Rule. 

B. Non-Documentary Exhibits:    

1. Exhibits or Attachments or other non-documentary items no matter how labeled, of 

a non-documentary nature, may be accepted by the Clerk’s Office only after 

receiving prior authorization from a judicial officer.   

2. Said non-documentary Exhibits or Attachments must be pre-marked and attached 

to a coversheet describing the Exhibit or Attachment, the case name and number 

and the pleading or motion to which the item is related, the pending hearing date 

and time, and contents of the Exhibit or Attachment.   

3. Such non-documentary Exhibits or Attachments shall be marked “Received” by the 

Clerk’s Office and stored in accordance with its standard Exhibit processing 

procedures for trial exhibits.   

C. Exhibits or Attachments subject to this Rule will not be received in Court and are subject to 

receipt by the Court only through the requirements herein. (Effective 7/1/90, as amended 1/1/00, as 

amended 1/1/20, as amended 7/1/25) 

1.6 RESERVED (Effective 7/1/90, as amended 1/1/00, as amended 7/1/12, as amended 1/1/26) 

1.7 RESERVED (Effective 7/1/90, as amended 1/1/99, as amended 1/1/26)  
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1.8 REQUESTING A COURT REPORTER (Effective 7/1/90, as amended 7/1/03, as amended 7/1/04, as amended 

7/1/11, as amended 7/1/12, as amended 1/1/19, as amended 7/1/22) 

A. Pursuant to California Rules of Court, Rule 2.956, and Government Code § 68086, the Court 

hereby adopts the following policy as a Butte County Superior Court Local Rule.   

B. The Court provides services of official Court reporters in all criminal and juvenile matters 

as required by law during regular Court hours.   

C. A party, with a fee waiver granted and requesting a Court reporter, must file with the Court 

at least ten (10) calendar days prior to a hearing Judicial Council form FW-020, Request for 

Court Reporter by Party with a Fee Waiver. Failure to timely file the Judicial Council form 

FW-020 may result in the unavailability of a Court reporter or delay in the hearing. (Effective 

7/1/90, as amended 7/1/03, as amended 7/1/04, as amended 7/1/11, as amended 7/1/12, as amended 1/1/19, as 

amended 7/1/22) 

1.9 TRIAL READINESS (Effective 7/1/90, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 7/1/04, as amended 1/1/06, as amended 

7/1/06, as amended 1/1/09, as amended 1/1/12, as amended 7/1/12, as amended 1/1/13, as amended 7/1/13, as amended 

1/1/14, as amended 7/1/16, as amended 1/1/18, as amended 7/1/19, as amended 1/1/20, as amended 7/1/25) 

A. When a case is ready for trial (at-issue), a Memorandum to Set Case for Trial (form GR.010) 

shall be filed in the following cases: Civil Harassment, Extraordinary Writs, and Asset 

Forfeiture cases under Health and Safety Code §11470. 

1. Form GR.010 may also be filed in the following cases: Unlawful Detainer less than 

$25,000 or other. 

B. The memorandum to set case for trial shall contain the information as set forth in 

Memorandum to Set Case for Trial (form GR.010). 

C. For any Court trial which is to take in excess of two hours for presentation by all sides, the 

parties are required to file a trial memorandum setting forth their respective positions, 

together with citations to all legal authority upon which the parties intend to rely.  Such trial 

memoranda, a list of exhibits, and a list of witnesses are to be filed no later than noon on the 

Monday immediately preceding the trial. The Court will ordinarily set a Trial Readiness 

Conference (TRC) preceding the trial for all unlimited civil Court trials with a time estimate 

greater than two (2) hours. 

D. For all jury trials, the Court will conduct a TRC in advance of the first day of trial.  The Trial 

Readiness Conference Statement (form GR.020) is available on the Court’s website: 

www.butteCourt.ca.gov.  The Court will, at the time of setting the trial date, set a date for 

the TRC.  A Trial Readiness Conference Statement (form GR.020) must be filed at least five 

(5) Court days prior to the TRC, and a copy must be provided to opposing counsel.  

E. Parties are encouraged to obtain a stipulation containing the information as set forth in 

Procedural Stipulations for Jury Trial (form GR.040).   (Effective 7/1/90, as amended 7/1/02, as 

amended 7/1/04, as amended 1/1/06, as amended 7/1/06, as amended 1/1/09, as amended 7/1/12, as amended

 1/1/13, as amended 7/1/13, as amended 1/1/14, as amended 7/1/16, as amended 1/1/18, as amended 7/1/19, as 

amended 1/1/20, as amended 7/1/25) 

1.10 REMOTE APPEARANCES (Effective 7/1/02, as amended 7/1/08, as amended 4/2/20, as amended 4/23/20, as 

amended 5/18/20, as amended 7/21/20, as amended 10/26/20, as amended 7/8/21, as amended 7/1/22, as amended 1/1/24, as 

amended 7/1/25)  

A. Definition and Authorization 
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1. “Remote appearances” refer to appearances for a court hearing made by remote 

technology by a party, as defined by California Rules of Court, Rule 3.672(c). 

2. Remote appearances are generally authorized for civil and juvenile dependency 

matters pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure § 367.75 and California Rule of Court, 

Rule 3.670 and 3.672, probate and mental health matters pursuant to Code of Civil 

Procedure §367.76, juvenile justice matters pursuant to Welfare and Institutions 

Code §679.5. Remote appearances may be authorized for criminal matters in select 

circumstances and proceedings pursuant to Penal Code §§ 977, 977.2, and 977.3. 

B. Notice to parties must be provided for each hearing unless a notice for remote appearances 

for the duration of a case or a waiver of notice by stipulation has been made, pursuant to 

California Rule of Court, Rule §3.672(f). 

C. General Rules  

1. By choosing to voluntarily appear remotely for any case type, all parties and 

attorneys acknowledge and agree to the following general Rules regarding a remote 

appearance. All persons and appearances under the guidelines of this Rule are 

subject to California Rule of Court, Rule 1.150. Persons and appearances made 

under this Rule are representing familiarity and compliance with California Rule of 

Court, Rule 1.150.  

a. All Rules of courtroom civility and decorum apply to a remote appearance. 

A remote appearance is the equivalent of an in-person appearance and any 

actions that occur in the hearing are subject to all applicable Rules, statutes, 

and laws and are enforceable in the same manner as if the attendee was in 

the courtroom.  

b. It is the sole responsibility of the party appearing remotely, either by audio 

or video, to ensure they have sufficient internet speed and/or connectivity 

as well as an appropriate indoor location with no background noise or 

disruptions. By voluntarily appearing remotely, the person appearing 

remotely agrees to appear from an indoor location free from distraction or 

other noise. The Court retains the discretion, in the interest of justice, to 

terminate the remote appearance if there is a disruption, noise, misconduct, 

a communication problem, a technical problem, or other issues which 

interfere with the proper hearing of a matter.  

c. If the party making the remote appearance is not connected at the time the 

Court calls the case, or if the party has insufficient video or audio quality 

during the hearing, the Court shall have the following options:  

1) The Court may consider alternative communication with the party 

who is not connected or whose connection is problematic.  

2) The Court may consider continuing the hearing and/or requiring in -

person appearances.  

3) In the interest of justice, the Court may proceed with the hearing 

and/or make rulings in the absence of an appearance. 
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d. Parties shall not have any scheduling conflicts when making a remote 

appearance and shall be available to participate in the hearing when the case 

is called by the Court. 

e. Parties shall not be engaged in any other distracting activity while 

participating in the scheduled hearing. 

f. Any recording of a remote appearance is prohibited. 

1) The Court provides for telephonic appearances as listed below. 

Current provider and   instructions can be found on the Court’s 

website at https://www.butte.courts.ca.gov in the “Online 

Services” section. 

D. In Civil matters:  

1. The Court authorizes telephonic appearances in all Case Management Conference 

and Law & Motion matters. There is no need to file a Notice of Remote Appearance 

(RA.010) form. Counsel and litigants shall appear in person at the Jury Trial, Court 

Trial and Evidentiary Hearings unless a telephonic appearance has been 

preapproved by the Court.  

E. In Criminal matters:  

1. The Court may authorize telephonic appearances in select circumstances and 

proceedings pursuant to Penal Code § 977.3. Parties must submit a written request 

using the Courts’ Request for Remote Appearances and Order (GR-060) form at 

least five (5) calendar days before the hearing. 

F. In Juvenile Dependency matters:  

1. The Court may authorize telephonic appearances. Parties must file and serve the 

Request to Appear Remotely - Juvenile Dependency (RA-025) form prior to the 

start of the hearing.  

2. Parties must also file a proposed Order Regarding Remote Appearance (RA-020) 

with the court along with the (RA-025). 

G. In Juvenile Justice Matters:  

1. The Court may authorize telephonic appearances. Parties must submit a written 

request using the court’s Request for Remote Appearance and Order (GR-060) form 

at least five (5) calendar days before the hearing.  

a. The Court provides for video appearances as listed below. Current provider 

and instructions can be found on the Court’s website at 

https://www.butte.courts.ca.gov in the “Online Services” section. 

H. In Civil matters:  

1. Parties must file and serve a Notice of Remote Appearance (RA-010) form at least 

ten (10) court days before the hearing for an evidentiary hearing or small claims 

trial, or five (5) court days before all other hearings.  

2. Parties must also file a proposed Order Regarding Remote Appearance (RA-020) 

form with the court along with the (RA-010). 



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF BUTTE RULES 

 

 
  LOCAL RULE 1 - GENERAL RULES 

 
Page 5 of 213 

 

3. In response to a notice of a remote appearance by video for an evidentiary hearing 

or small claims trial, a party may file and serve an Opposition to Remote 

Proceedings at Evidentiary Hearing or Trial (RA-015) form at least five (5) court 

days before the proceeding. 

I. In Criminal matters:  

1. The Court may authorize appearance by video in select circumstances and 

proceedings pursuant to Penal Code § 977.3. Parties must submit a written request 

using the court’s Request for Remote Appearance and Order (GR.060) at least five 

(5) court days before the hearing. 

J. In Juvenile Dependency matters:  

1. Parties must file and serve a Request to Appear Remotely-Juvenile Dependency 

(RA-025) form prior to the start of the hearing.  

2. Parties must also file a proposed Order Regarding Remote Appearance (RS-020) 

form with the court along with the (RA-025).  

3. In response to a request for remote appearance by video, a party may file and serve 

a Request to Compel Physical Presence-Juvenile Dependency (RA-030) form two 

(2) court days before the proceeding  

4. In Juvenile Justice matters:  

5. The Court may authorize video appearances. Parties must submit a written request 

using the court’s Request for Remote Appearances and Order (GR.060) form at least 

five (5) calendar days before the hearing.  

6. For all matters, if a video appearance is authorized, the Court will schedule the video 

conference and provide connection information to involved parties and/or attorneys. 
(Effective 7/1/02, as amended 7/1/08, as amended 4/2/20, as amended 4/23/20, as amended 5/18/20, 

as amended 7/21/20, as amended 10/26/20, as amended 7/8/21, as amended 7/1/22, as amended 

1/1/24, as amended 7/1/25)  

1.11 REQUESTING AND USE OF AUDIO/VISUAL PRESENTATION EQUIPMENT (Effective 7/1/09, as 

amended 7/1/12, as amended 7/1/20) 

A. To coordinate external requests for the use of audio/visual presentation equipment in Butte 

County Superior Court, the following procedure shall apply at all Court facilities. 

1. Parties who require the use of the Court’s audio/visual presentation equipment shall 

complete a Request/Notification for Courtroom Audio/Visual Presentation 

Equipment (form GR.030) and submit the completed form to the Clerk’s Office no 

later than five (5) Court days before the date the equipment is to be utilized.  In the 

event the Court date is set less than five (5) Court days before the hearing, the 

request must be made at the time the hearing is set or by the close of business on 

that day. 

2. Parties who require the use of non-Court provided equipment must complete a 

Request/Notification for Courtroom Audio/Visual Presentation Equipment (form 

GR.030) and submit the completed form to the Clerk’s Office no later than five (5) 

Court days before the date the equipment is to be utilized.  The party shall confirm 

with the Clerk’s Office that the equipment is working properly and is compatible 

with any Court equipment that might also be used a minimum of five (5) Court days 
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before it is scheduled to be used.  It is not the responsibility of Butte County 

Superior Court staff or Sheriff’s Deputies to assist in operating or setting up of non -

Court provided equipment. If a party is unable to operate, connect, or set up non -

Court provided equipment in a reasonable period of time, as determined by the 

judicial officer presiding over the matter, the matter will proceed without use of the 

equipment.   

3. The Court has limited audio/visual presentation equipment.  In the event there are 

concurrent requests to use specific equipment, the equipment will be provided on a 

first-come, first-served basis unless other priority is determined by the Presiding 

Judge.  (Effective 7/1/09, as amended 7/1/12, as amended 7/1/20) 

1.12  ELISORS (Effective 1/1/19) 

A. Where one of the parties fails to execute a document necessary to carry out a Court order, 

the Clerk of the Superior Court or the Clerk’s authorized representative or designee may be 

appointed as an elisor to sign the document. 

B. When applying for the appointment of an elisor, the application and proposed order must 

designate “The Clerk of the Superior Court, County of Butte [Name of Clerk of the Court] 

or the Clerk’s Designee” as the elisor. 

C. An application for appointment of an elisor shall be made by filing an application and 

proposed order.  The Application for Appointment of Elisor shall have as an attachment a 

sample copy of the document(s) to be signed by the elisor.  The sample copy shall be 

highlighted in the location(s) where the elisor is to sign his/her name.  Beneath the signature 

line(s) on the sample copy the moving party shall print the language being requested to 

identify the elisor’s signature. 

D. The declaration supporting the application must include specific facts establishing the 

necessity for the appointment of an elisor.  

E. The proposed order shall clearly identify the document(s).  A deed must state the type of 

deed (i.e. grant deed, interspousal transfer deed, etc.)  Escrow documents must be listed 

separately (i.e. Escrow Instruction Dated…, Disclosure Regarding Real Estate Agency 

Relationship, Hazards Report, etc.).  The order shall describe the exact location(s) in the 

document(s) where the elisor is to sign and identify the name of the party for whom the 

elisor is signing.  

F. If the Court grants the application for appointment of an elisor, the Clerk’s Office will 

arrange for a time for the actual signing of the documents.  The appointed elisor has up to 

three (3) Court days to complete the actual signing of the documents.  Any exceptions to the 

three-day period shall be addressed on a case-by-case basis by the Court. 

G. If the elisor is signing documents requiring notarization, the applicant must arrange for a 

notary to be present when the elisor signs the document(s) in the event one is not available 

at the Court.  (Effective 1/1/19) 

1.13     REMOTE ACCESS TO COURT PROCEEDINGS (Effective 6/15/20, as amended 1/1/23) 

A. Scope of Rule: To the extent permitted by available technology and resource limitations, 

this Rule applies generally to non-confidential Court proceedings that would otherwise be 

open to the public. It is not intended to apply to confidential proceedings, informal 

proceedings, or to matters not typically open to the public.  
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B. Remote Access to Court Proceedings via live streaming video: At the discretion of the Court, 

and on a case-by-case basis, certain proceedings may be broadcast by the Court online via 

live streaming video or audio. Any proceedings so broadcast will be identified on the Court’s 

website with a link to the live stream site. 

C. Prohibition on recording or broadcasting: No member of the public or the media shall have 

the right to record, broadcast, or rebroadcast any audio, video, or live stream of a Court 

proceeding under this Rule without advanced written permission. Requests to record, 

broadcast, or rebroadcast any audio, video, or live stream must be made in conformance 

with Rule 1.150 of the California Rules of Court, and must be filed with the Court no later 

than five (5) Court days in advance of the proceeding in question.  

D. Violations: Any violation of this Rule, or of Rule 1.150 of the California Rules of Court, is 

an unlawful interference with the Court proceedings and may be the basis for immediate 

exclusion, future access prohibition, a citation for contempt of Court, or an order imposing 

monetary or other sanctions as provided by law. (Effective 6/15/20, as amended 1/1/23) 

1.14     JURY SELECTION – HARDSHIPS (Effective 7/10/20, as amended 1/1/23, as amended 7/1/25) 

A. Scope of Rule: This Rule applies to all Jurors summoned to appear at either the Butte County 

Courthouse in Oroville or the North Butte County Courthouse in Chico and shall remain in 

effect until repealed or modified by the Court.  

B. All prospective Jurors shall be provided the Hardship Request form in the Jury Assembly 

Room(s) when they appear for service. 

C. Written Requests for Hardships will only be considered if signed under penalty of perjury, 

preferably on the Form provided to the Juror by the Jury Commissioner. 

D. In general, Written Requests for Hardships may be granted by the Jury Commissioner if the 

requirements for Hardship excusal under California Rules of Court, Rule 2.1008 are met. 

Hardship requests requiring a qualitative assessment (e.g. Financial Hardship) may be made 

by the Jury Commissioner only if they meet the guidelines established by the Court. Other 

qualitative requests shall be referred to a Judicial Officer for review.  

E. Prior to denying any written Hardship Request, the Jury Commissioner shall obtain 

secondary review by a Judicial Officer. 

F.  Written Requests for Hardship must be submitted to the Jury Commissioner via the Juror 

portal by visiting https://jury.butteCourt.ca.gov/login, by mail, or in person by submitting a 

written statement under penalty of perjury at least five (5) Court days prior to the Juror’s 

scheduled Service Date in order to allow sufficient time for review and response. All 

Requests received less than five (5) Court days prior to the Service date shall be addressed 

when the Juror appears for service.  

G. Written Requests for Hardship, whether granted or denied, shall be kept in the Jury 

Commissioner’s files for the statutory time periods required for all other Juror records. 
(Effective 7/10/20, as amended 1/1/23, as amended 7/1/25)  
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 LOCAL RULE 2  LAW AND MOTION (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 7/1/03, as amended 7/1/04, as amended 

7/1/05, as amended 7/1/10, as amended 7/1/12, as amended 7/1/13, as amended 7/1/16, as amended 1/1/18, as amended 1/1/19, as 

amended 7/1/19, as amended 7/1/25)     

2.1 APPLICABILITY (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 7/1/02)   

A. This Rule 2 applies to all civil law and motion proceedings. (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 7/1/02) 

2.2 PAPERS PRESENTED FOR FILING (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 1-1-03, as amended 7/1/04, as amended 

1/1/07) 

A. All documents presented for filing must comply with California Rules of Court, in particular 

California Rules of Court, Rules 2.100, 3.1110 through 3.1115, and Butte County Superior 

Court Local Rules, Rule 13.   

1. JUDGMENT.  Each judgment or order submitted to the Court shall be self -

contained; that is, it may not incorporate by reference any instrument or document 

that is not made a physical part of the judgment or order itself.   

2. The moving party on any motion, petition, or demurrer is to provide a form of order, 

ruling, or judgment consistent with the relief requested in the moving papers.  
(Effective 7/1/89, as amended 1-1-0, as amended 7/1/04, as amended 1/1/07) 

2.3 JUDICIAL NOTICE (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 7/1/12, as amended 7/1/16) 

A. Any request for judicial notice shall be made in a separately captioned document, listing the 

specific items of which notice is requested.  Copies of those items shall be attached to the 

request as exhibits and shall be indexed and paginated.  When judicial notice of a Butte 

County Court file is requested, the request shall be filed with the Clerk of the Court no less 

than seven (7) Court days before the hearing.  The request shall contain the title, case number 

and jurisdiction of the requested Butte County Court file.  Where the file sought to be noticed 

is that of an action outside of Butte County, certified copies of the file's contents will be 

acceptable in lieu of the original file.  The certified copies shall be filed with the Court no 

less than seven (7) Court days before the hearing. (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 

7/1/12, as amended 7/1/16) 

2.4 RESERVED  (Effective 1/1/19) 

2.5 RESERVED  (Effective 1/1/19) 

2.6 REPORTING OF PROCEEDINGS (Effective 7/1/04, as amended 1/1/07, as amended 7/1/12, as amended 1/1/19, 

as amended 1/1/26) 

A. Pursuant to California Rules of Court, Rule 3.1310, notice is hereby given that the Court 

does not regularly provide for reporting or electronic recording of hearings on motions. 

Reporters are provided in these matters only by written request in accordance with Butte 

County Superior Court Local Rules, Rule 1.8(c). Parties may, in the alternative, provide a 

Reporter that they have privately retained.  

B. To obtain a transcript, parties shall submit a Transcript Request Form, found in the 

miscellaneous forms section of the Court’s public website.  The form may be submitted via 

email to the email address on the form, or by mail to: 

Butte County Superior Court 
Attn: Support Services Division 
1 Court Street 
Oroville, CA 95965
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(Effective 7/1/04, as amended 1/1/07, as amended 7/1/12, as amended 1/1/19, as amended 1/1/26) 

2.7 RESERVED   (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 7/1/03, as amended 1/1/18) 

2.8 CONTINUANCE (Civil Law & Motion Only) (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 7/1/12, as 

amended 1/1/19) 

A. REQUEST TO CONTINUE.  Requests to continue law and motion matters may be made 

by filing a Stipulation and Order to Continue by the close of business the third Court day 

before the hearing date.  Such continuances will only be granted where there is an agreement 

between the parties and authorization by the moving party.  Any request not accompanied 

by the appropriate fee will be rejected.  After the close of business the third Court day before 

the hearing date, no matter will be continued (whether by stipulation or otherwise) without 

written Order of the Court, and for good cause shown. (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 

7/1/12, as amended 1/1/19) 

2.9 TENTATIVE RULINGS    (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 7/1/03, as amended 7/1/04, as amended 7/1/05, as amended 

1/1/07, as amended 7/1/25) 

A. The Court follows the tentative ruling procedure set forth in California Rules of Court, Rule 

3.1308(a)(1): tentative rulings on law and motion matters will be available on the Court’s 

website at www.butteCourt.ca.gov by 3:00 p.m. on the Court day preceding the hearing. 
(Effective 7/1/89, as amended 7/1/03, as amended 7/1/04, as amended 7/1/05, as amended 1/1/07, as amended 

7/1/25) 

2.10 APPLICATION FOR ORDER SHORTENING TIME AND EX PARTE ORDERS   (Effective 7/1/89, 

as amended 1/1/00, as amended 7/1/04, as amended 1/1/07, as amended 7/1/12, as amended 7/1/13) 

A. All ex parte applications shall comply with California Rules of Court, Rules 3.1200-3.1207.  

Ex parte matters are considered at 4:00 p.m. on Monday-Thursday and 1:30 p.m. on Fridays, 

and any day before a holiday wherein the Court is closed.  The moving papers must show 

that notification has been provided as required by California Rules of Court, Rules 3.1200 -

3.1207.  Counsel may appear in person or by phone, or may submit on the papers as allowed 

in California Rules of Court, Rule 3.1207.  The requesting party must show that exigent 

circumstances will result unless the matter is heard ex parte. 

B. An ex parte declaration shall contain the information as set forth in Declaration Re: Notice 

of Ex Parte Application for Orders and/or Orders Shortening Time (form LM.010).  Such 

declaration shall be filed and served with the moving papers.  

C. Notice must be provided to opposing parties by 10:00 a.m. the day before the requested 

hearing date.  All papers must be filed with the Court by 10:00 a.m. on the day of the hearing.  

All papers must be served on opposing parties at the earliest possible time.  Non-compliance 

with this Rule may result in either a denial of the requested relief or placing the matter on a 

law and motion calendar (with or without an order shortening time) in the Court’s discretion. 
(Effective 7/1/89, as amended 1/1/00, as amended 7/1/04, as amended 1/1/07, as amended 7/1/12, as amended 

7/1/13) 

2.11 RESERVED (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 1/1/00) 

2.12 DEFAULT HEARINGS   (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 1/1/26) 

A. Default prove up hearings are held on the assigned Judge’s court trial calendar. A party can 

obtain information regarding the assigned Judge’s court trial calendar by calling the Civil 

Division of the Clerk’s Office. A hearing may be set by filing a request which includes an
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 available court trial date and time in the caption at least fourteen (14) court days prior to 

the hearing.  These matters ordinarily are heard on declarations rather than by oral testimony, 

although witnesses may need to be present in case questions arise.  Declarations and any 

other supporting evidence, and any argument, should be submitted to the Court at least ten 

(10) court days prior to the hearing. (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 1/1/26)  

2.13 MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT OR SUMMARY ADJUDICATION (Effective 7/1/89, as 

amended 7/1/02, as amended 7/1/04) 

A. FORM OF MOTION.  All motions for summary judgment or summary adjudication must 

conform to the requirements of Code of Civil Procedure §437c. These requirements will be 

strictly enforced by the Court. (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 7/1/04)  

2.14 DISCOVERY DISPUTES (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 1/1/00, as amended 7/1/19, as amended 7/1/25) 

A. SPECIAL REFEREES.  It is the policy of the Court to consider the appointment of special 

referees pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure §639 as necessary to assist in the resolution of 

discovery disputes.

 B.  In the event that the hearing judge appoints a special referee, the moving party shall prepare 

an order containing the following:  

1. A provision granting the referee power to set the date, time, and place for all 

hearings determined by the referee to be necessary; to direct the issuance of  

subpoenas; to preside over hearings; to take evidence; and to Rule on objections, 

motions, and other requests made during the course of the hearings, all with the 

same power as if the Court were to preside thereat (except for the power of contempt 

which is specifically reserved to the Court).  

2. A provision requiring the referee to submit a written report to the parties and to the 

Court within twenty (20) calendar days after the completion of the hearing, 

containing a proposed order and proposed sanctions if deemed appropriate.  

3. A provision that objections to the report shall be filed with the Court no later than 

ten (10) calendar days after the date of mailing the report to counsel, which 

objections shall notice a hearing; copies of the objections and responses thereto shall 

be served upon the special referee.  

4. A provision setting forth the hourly fee to be paid to the referee and stating that the 

fees for the referee and Certified Shorthand Reporter shall be paid equally by the 

parties within ten (10) calendar days of billing.  

5. A provision that directs the special referee to recommend that one or more of the 

parties pay more than an equal share of the fees.  

6. A provision that the Court reserve jurisdiction to make such other and further orders 

with respect to the special referee as may be just and proper.  

         C. PRETRIAL DISCOVERY CONFERENCE. Should any party wish to voluntarily avail 

themselves of the procedure, or in the event that the Court orders the parties to comply with 

an informal Pretrial Discovery Conference then, except for motions to compel the deposition 

of a duly noticed party or subpoenaed person(s) who have not timely served an objection 

pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure §2025.410 or otherwise obtained the consent of all 

interested parties agreeing to the non-appearance of the party or person(s) at the deposition 

as noticed or subpoenaed, and motions to compel initial responses to interrogatories, 
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requests for production and requests for admission; no motion under sections 2016.01 

through 2036.050, inclusive, of the code of Civil Procedure shall be heard in a civil 

unlimited case unless the moving party has first requested an informal Pretrial Discovery 

Conference with the Court.

 

1. Any Request for a Pretrial Discovery Conference must be filed with the Clerk’s 

Office on the approved form LM.020, must include a brief summary of the dispute, 

and must be served on opposing counsel on or before the date it is filed with the 

Court. A proposed order LM.040 must also be submitted. Any Opposition to a 

Request for a Pretrial Discovery Conference must also be filed on an approved form 

LM.030, must include a brief summary of why the requested discovery should be 

denied, must be filed within five (5) Court days of service of the Request for a 

Pretrial Discovery Conference, extended five (5) calendar days for service by mail, 

and must be served on opposing counsel.

 

2. Excepting a privilege log, if required pursuant to subsection (c), below, no other 

pleadings, including but not limited to exhibits, declarations, or attachments, will 

be accepted. 

3. If the party opponent has any opposition to the dispute as stated in the request 

described in paragraph no. 1 above, a written opposition on the approved form shall 

be timely filed. The parties will be provided with an Order indicating whether the 

request has been granted or denied and, if granted, the date and time of the Pretrial 

Discovery Conference. If the Court has not issued an order within fifteen (15) Court 

days after the due date of any opposition, then the Request for a Pretrial Discovery 

Conference shall be deemed denied.  

4. Filing a Request for a Pretrial Discovery Conference tolls the time for filing a 

motion to compel discovery on the disputed issues for the number of days between 

the filing of the request and issuance by the Court of a subsequent order pertaining 

to the discovery dispute. The Court’s order will specify the number of days the time 

for filing a motion is tolled. On the condition that the request is filed within the 

forty-five (45) day jurisdictional limit of the California Discovery Act, if the Court 

has not issued an order within fifteen (15) Court days after the due date of any 

opposition, then the number of days the time for filing a motion shall be tolled for 

a period of fifteen (15) Court days if the Request for a Pretrial Discovery 

Conference was served personally and twenty (20) Court days if the Request for a 

Pretrial Discovery Conference was served by mail. 

D. Where privilege is a basis for refusal to produce documents, privilege logs must be provided. 

The privilege log must include an identification of all sending and receiving entities, as well 

as details of the information sufficient to apprise the opposing party of the basis for the 

privilege.  (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 1/1/00, as amended 7/1/19, as amended 7/1/25) 

2.15 RESERVED (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 1/1/00) 

2.16 COMPROMISE OF MINOR’S OR INCOMPETENT’S CLAIM (Effective 7/1/89, as amended 7/1/02, as 

amended 7/1/04, as amended 7/1/10)  
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A. Pursuant to California Rules of Court, Rule 7.950, a petition for Court approval of a 

compromise or covenant not to sue pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure §372 or Probate 

Code §§2504 or 3500 shall be on the form prescribed by the Judicial Council. 

B. An expedited petition for Court approval of a compromise or covenant not to sue pursuant 

to Code of Civil Procedure §372 or Probate Code §§2504 or 3500 shall be determined and 

authorized by the Court pursuant to California Rules of Court, Rule 7.950.5.  A party 

requiring a hearing under California Rules of Court, Rule 7.950.5(c) may contact the clerk 

at (530) 532-7017 for a hearing date and time. 

C. A petition for withdrawal of money deposited in a bank, trust company or savings and loan 

association on behalf of a minor or incompetent person shall be verified by the guardian, 

conservator or trustee and, in the case of a competent minor, by such minor if [s]he is at 

least twelve (12) years of age.  An attorney's services relating to such petition are usually 

included in any fees awarded to the petitioner's attorney at the settlement of the action and, 

except as otherwise ordered by the Court for good cause shown, no attorney fees shall be 

charged by such attorney or approved by the Court for such services. (Effective 7/1/89, as 

amended 7/1/02, as amended 7/1/04, as amended 7/1/10)

D.  

2.17 ATTORNEY FEES IN CASES INVOLVING MINORS OR INCOMPETENT PERSONS (Effective 

7/1/89, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 7/1/10)  

A. FEES.  In cases compromised under Code of Civil Procedure §372 or Probate Code §3500, 

the Court shall approve and allow attorney fees as prescribed in California Rules of Court, 

Rule 7.955 

B. COURT APPROVAL OF EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT--cf. Probate §2644.  Except for 

good cause shown, no contract of employment providing for attorney fees shall be approved 

by the Court in advance.  Under no circumstances shall the contract be considered for 

approval in advance without the client's appearance on the application for Court approval. 
(Effective 7/1/89, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 7/1/10) 

2.18 POLICY RE: APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN AD LITEM FOR MINORS AND 

INCOMPETENT PERSONS (Effective 7/1/13) 

A. It is the policy of the Court to deny appointment of a guardian ad litem for a minor or 

incompetent person where the proposed guardian has in any manner been involved in the 

action or proceeding and where that involvement has or may have resulted to injuries or 

damages to the minor or incompetent person. The Court will base its determination of this 

issue on a case by case basis and shall inquire as to the status and relationship of the 

proposed guardian and the minor or incompetent person in all cases. 

B. In each case where an ex parte petition to appoint a guardian ad litem is filed, the petitioning 

party shall attach a statement of non-involvement to the petition. (Effective 7/1/13)
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 LOCAL RULE 3 ADMINISTRATION OF CIVIL LITIGATION (Effective 7/1/92, Title Amended 1/1/99, as 

amended 7/1/02, as amended 7/1/04, as amended 1/1/07, as amended 1/1/08, as amended 7/1/08, as amended 7/1/10, as amended 

7/1/12, as amended 1/1/16, as amended 1/1/19, as amended 7/1/20) 

3.1 EFFECTIVE DATE (Effective 7/1/92 as amended 7/1/02) 

A. This Rule applies to all general civil cases filed in the Superior Court after July 1, 1992, 

and such other cases assigned to the Trial Court Delay Reduction Program ("Program") by 

the presiding judge.  Juvenile, Probate, Civil Harassment and Domestic Relation cases 

(including all cases filed by the BUTTE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT 

SERVICES under the Welfare & Institutions Code), Extraordinary Writs, Unlawful 

Detainer, Small Claims and Asset Forfeiture cases under Health and Safety Code §11470 

et. seq. are not included. (Effective 7/1/92 as amended 7/1/02)  

3.2 DEFINITIONS   (Effective 7/1/92) 

A. As used in Rule 3:  

1. The term "counsel" includes parties representing themselves;  

2. The term "plaintiff[s]" also includes cross-complainant[s];  

3. The term "defendant[s]" also includes cross-defendant[s]. (Effective 7/1/92) 

3.3 RESERVED (Effective 7/1/92, as amended 1/1/99) 

3.4 TRANSFERRED CASES (Effective 7/1/92)  

A. Unless excluded under Butte County Superior Court Local Rules, Rule 3.1, all cases 

transferred from another jurisdiction are subject to this Rule. (Effective 7/1/92) 

3.5 POLICY (Effective 7/1/92, as amended 7/1/02) 

A. It is the policy of the Butte County Superior Court,  

1. to manage all cases from the moment the complaint is filed;  

2. to conclude 90% of all civil litigation cases filed within twelve (12) months of the 

filing of the complaint;  

3. to conclude 98% of all civil litigation cases within eighteen (18) months of the 

filing of the complaint and 100% within twenty-four (24) months;  

4. that once any date has been set, it cannot be changed without a showing of good 

cause. (Effective 7/1/92, as amended 7/1/02) 

3.6 RESERVED (Effective 7/1/92, as amended 7/1/02, renumbered 1/1/04) 

3.7 SERVICE OF INITIAL PLEADINGS, AMENDMENTS AND RESPONSIVE PLEADINGS 
(Effective 7/1/92, as amended 7/1/02, renumbered 1/1/04, as amended 1/1/07) 

A. Pursuant to California Rules of Court, Rule 3.110, the complaint, cross-complaint, any 

amended complaints and responsive pleadings must be served and a proof of service filed 

with the Court. 

B. Upon failure to serve the complaint, cross-complaint, any amended complaints and 

responsive pleadings and file a proof of service as required above, an Order to Show Cause 

shall issue as to why counsel shall not be sanctioned for failure to comply with this Rule. 
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 Responsive papers to the Order to Show Cause must be filed and served five (5) calendar 

days in advance of the hearing. 

C. In regards to uninsured motorists cases:  

1. Promptly upon learning that an action is to proceed as an uninsured motorist case, 

counsel for plaintiff[s] shall file a request setting forth the information upon which 

such a determination has been made.  The request shall include: a statement that 

coverage exists under an uninsured motorist's insurance policy, the name of the 

carrier, and limits of coverage.  It shall also include a statement that counsel 

believes that the limits of coverage are adequate to compensate for known loss or 

damage; that plaintiff[s] will promptly pursue such remedy and that it is counsel's 

present intention to assign the claim or dismiss the pending action upon receipt of 

a recovery by settlement or award;  

2. The request shall be captioned "Request for Temporary Exemption - Uninsured 

Motorist Case"; and contain a form of order.  

3. Upon review of the request, the Court may designate the action as an uninsured 

motorist case in which event the time requirements under this Rule will be 

suspended for up to 180 days from the date the complaint was filed or from such 

other date the Court, in its discretion, shall fix. The case will be monitored by the 

setting of a review hearing at the end of the suspension period.  If a dismissal has 

not been filed, counsel for plaintiff[s] must file a further declaration ten (10)  Court 

days prior to the review hearing date, provide a status report, and, if necessary, a 

request with supporting justification for additional time to conclude the case. 
(Effective 7/1/92, as amended 7/1/02, renumbered 1/1/04, as amended 1/1/07) 

3.8 CASE MANAGEMENT PLAN  (Effective date 7/1/2002, renumbered 1/1/04, as amended 1/1/07, as amended 

1/1/08) 

A. Pursuant to California Rules of Court, Rule 3.714(b) each case shall be evaluated and 

assigned to one of the following plans:  
1. Plan 1 – Disposition within 12 months from the date of filing  

2. Plan 2 – Disposition within 18 months from the date of filing  

3. Plan 3 – Disposition within 24 months from the date of filing  

4. Plan 4 – Disposition within 9 months from the date of filing 

B. The Court presumes that an unlimited case is subject to a disposition goal of Plan 1 unless 

exempted by good cause shown. 

C. The Court presumes that a limited case is subject to a disposition goal of Plan 4 unless 

exempted by either qualification pursuant to California Rules of Court, Rule 3.740 or good 

cause shown.  Limited cases that have not been adjudicated or have filed a conditional 

settlement by the time of the Case Management Conference (within 120 days from initial 

filing of the complaint) shall be ready to set for trial.  The Court may set qualified California 

Rules of Court, Rule 3.740 cases for a status conference at least 195 days from date of 

filing of the complaint to determine status of service. 

D. [EXCEPTION ORDER] The Court may in the interest of justice exempt a case from the 

disposition goals if it finds the case involves exceptional circumstances that will prevent 
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the Court and the parties from meeting the goals and deadlines imposed by the program.  

In making this determination, the Court is guided by California Rules of Court, Rules 3.715 

and 3.400.  

1. In the event the Court exempts a case, the Court shall designate a case management 

plan with a maximum disposition goal of 3 years (36 months) from the date of 

filing pursuant to California Rules of Court, Rule 3.714. (Effective date 7/1/2002, 

renumbered 1/1/04, as amended 1/1/07, as amended 1/1/08) 

3.9 CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE (Effective 7/1/92, as amended 7/1/02, renumbered 1/1/04, as 

amended 7/1/04, as amended 1/1/07, as amended 7/1/10, as amended 7/1/12, as amended 1/1/16) 

A. FILING OF COMPLAINT 

1. Upon filing a complaint, the Plaintiff[s] shall receive the following from the Clerk, 

unless the forms are available on the Court’s website:  

a. Notice of Assignment and Case Management Conference.  (The Case 

Management Conference will be set within 180 days of the filing date of 

the original complaint for all cases except for limited general civil.  

Limited general civil (Plan 4) cases will be set for a Case Management 

Conference within 120 days of filing of the initial complaint);   

b. A blank Case Management Statement [Judicial Council Form CM-110]; 

(available upon request from the Clerk’s Office or on the Court’s website 

at www.butteCourt.ca.gov); and  

c. An Alternative Dispute Resolution Package (available upon request from 

the Clerk’s Office or on the Court’s website at www.butteCourt.ca.gov).  

2. Any cross-complaint naming new parties shall also be served with a blank Case 

Management Statement, Notice of Assignment and Case Management Conference, 

and an Alternative Dispute Resolution Package.  

3. If a case is transferred from another jurisdiction after a responsive pleading has 

been filed, the Case Management Conference will be set within forty-five (45) 

calendar days from the date of receipt.  If no responsive pleading has been filed, 

the Case Management Conference will be set within ninety (90) days from the date 

of receipt.  In all other particulars, the plaintiff in a transfer case will receive the 

same information and items as described in Butte County Superior Court Local 

Rules, Rule 3.9(a)1.  

a. NOTICE.  At the time of serving the summons and complaint (and a cross -

complaint upon a new party), the responding party shall be served with the 

Notice of Assignment, and Case Management Conference a blank Case 

Management Statement by the plaintiff (or cross-complainant) and an 

Alternative Dispute Resolution Package.  Plaintiff/cross-complainant shall 

provide proof of service and file with the Court.  

b. CASE MANAGEMENT STATEMENT. Each appearing party shall file 

and serve the completed Case Management Statement no later than fifteen 

(15) calendar days before the Case Management Conference.  Subsequent 

Case Management Statements may be required at the discretion of the 

Court for further evaluation.  Additional Case Management Statements 
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shall be required for further evaluation of the case at all subsequent Case 

Management Conferences if not excused by the Court. 

c. CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE.  Counsel for each appearing 

party shall attend the Case Management Conference, or shall have other 

counsel appear on his/her behalf or may appear telephonically. Counsel or 

counsel appearing for counsel of record, shall be prepared to discuss all 

matters enumerated in 3.9(d)1.A. - 1.H.  Counsel or counsel appearing on 

behalf of counsel of record, shall be subject to sanctions if not fully 

prepared to address items 3.9(d)1.A - 1.H. on behalf of the party for whom 

they are appearing. 

d. At the Case Management Conference, the Court shall make all appropriate 

pretrial orders pursuant to California Rules of Court, Rules 3.720-3.730 

including, but not limited to:  

1) CASE EVALUATION:  All civil cases subject to this Rule shall 

be evaluated and designated by the Court pursuant to Butte 

County Superior Court Local Rules, Rule 3.8.  The assigned judge 

will decide which case plan is appropriate based on the Case 

Management Statements. The assigned judge may redesignate any 

case at any time after a hearing set for that purpose.  

2) DISMISS DEFENDANTS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF DOE 

DEFENDANTS. Orders dismissing defendants, fictitious cross -

defendants, served and unserved defendants and cross-defendants 

who have not appeared and against who no default has been taken, 

unless the Court for good cause otherwise orders and sets dates by 

which they shall be served.  

3) ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION.  The Court may 

make Orders on stipulation to binding arbitration, judicial 

arbitration, and set the date for completion of the arbitration and 

filing of the award.   

a) The Court shall examine and consider Alternative Dispute 

Resolution programs or procedures available to the 

parties, including conciliation and mediation, and shall 

require the parties to attempt such alternative means of 

resolving the dispute whenever feasible and whenever 

doing so may expedite the resolution of the dispute.  

b) Pursuant to Butte County Superior Court Local Rules, 

Rule 6, Code of Civil Procedure §1775 et.seq. and 

California Rules of Court, Rules 3.891 through 3.892, the 

Court shall determine the case's amenability to Court 

ordered mediation.  

4) TRANSFER.  Orders transferring an unlimited case to a limited 

case on stipulation or on the Court's determination that it is 

reasonably probable that the amount in controversy will not 

exceed $25,000. 
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5) BIFURCATION, SEVERANCE, CONSOLIDATION. Orders 

consolidating (for all or limited purposes), bifurcating, or severing 

issues or causes of action. 

6) DISCOVERY AND LAW AND MOTION.  Orders scheduling 

dates by which discovery and law and motion matters must be 

completed. 

7) FURTHER CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE. At the 

Case Management Conference, the Judge may order a further 

Conference wherein all counsel of record are required to 

personally attend. 

8) TRIAL DATE, TRIAL READINESS CONFERENCE DATE. At 

the Case Management Conference, the Court will ordinarily set 

the matter for Trial and set a Trial Readiness Conference.  Counsel 

appearing should be prepared with trial counsel's available dates 

for the next two (2) years. 

e. Failure to file cross-complaints shall not be considered a valid ground for 

enlarging the time for trial, arbitration or other processes.  Untimely cross -

complaints shall, in most cases, be severed so as not to delay the orderly 

processes of the Court. (Effective 7/1/92, as amended 7/1/02, renumbered 1/1/04, as 

amended 7/1/04, as amended 1/1/07, as amended 7/1/10, as amended 7/1/12, as amended 

1/1/16) 

3.10 SETTLEMENT CONFERENCES (Effective 7/1/92, as amended 7/1/02, renumbered 1/1/04, as amended 1/1/07, 

as amended 7/1/08, as amended 7/1/10, as amended 1/1/26) 

A. This Court adopts the policy that good faith efforts to settle civil proceedings are an 

essential part of the judicial process, and that good faith efforts to settle shall be made in 

conformity with California Rules of Court, Rule 3.1380. 

B. AUTHORITY TO SETTLE.  

1. Each person required to attend the settlement conference, must have full authority 

to make decisions and negotiate concerning the case for which the settlement 

conference is scheduled.  

2. The attorney[s] for all parties appearing in the action who attend the conference, 

must be intimately familiar with the pertinent available evidence involving both 

liability and damages.  The attorney[s] assigned to try the case shall be present at 

the settlement conference, unless good cause for his or her absence is shown.  

3. All counsel shall ascertain whether there are claims or liens which may affect a 

settlement, and if so, request in writing the claimants or lienholders, or their 

representatives, to attend the settlement conference.  A copy of such written request 

shall be mailed to the Court. 

C. SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE STATEMENTS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS.  

1. Not less than five (5) Court days prior to the scheduled settlement conference, each 

party shall file and serve the Settlement Conference Statement.  

2. The Settlement Conference Statement shall be in writing and shall describe the 

case and all relevant legal issues, factual issues, and contentions.  The statement 
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and supporting material must be sufficiently detailed to enable the settlement 

conference judge or the pro tem judges to conduct a meaningful settlement 

conference.  

3. Parties may use local Court form entitled Settlement Conference Statement (form 

DR.040). 

4. The attorney[s] for each party or each party representing themselves claiming 

damages in a personal injury action shall bring to the conference all reports and 

records of any and all examining doctors, shall include in the settlement conference 

statement a list of all special damages claimed, and shall supply corroborating 

evidence, to be available for examination by the settlement conference judge. 

5. In a personal injury action, the special damages for each plaintiff should be up-to -

date, listed separately, totaled, and categorized as health care (including medical, 

hospital, ambulance, and drugs) and loss of earnings, if any. 

6. Opposing counsel shall bring with them copies of all reports and records of all 

examining doctors employed by them or their insurance carrier[s], if any, who 

examined plaintiff[s], to be available for consideration by the settlement 

conference judge. 

7. All counsel shall organize in advance and bring to the conference such medical 

reports and records and any depositions (with relevant pages premarked), 

photographs, books, records, diagrams, maps, bills, contracts, memoranda, and all 

other documents pertinent to settlement of the case for examination by the 

settlement conference judge. 

D. POWERS OF THE COURT AT SETTLEMENT CONFERENCES.  

1. The settlement conference judge may accept for filing the written stipulations by 

the parties, but shall not, except for good cause shown, change the date set for trial 

or hear and Rule on law and motion matters.  

2. In all conferences resulting in settlement of a case, the terms thereof may be placed 

upon the record with a reporter present or, if one is not available, by minute order.    

3. Requests for continuance of the date of the initial settlement conference shall be 

addressed to the Court.  However, the settlement conference judge or those 

conducting the settlement conference may, at the conclusion of the conference, 

continue it to any other convenient date or time prior to the date set for trial. 

E. EXCUSES FROM ATTENDANCE; TELEPHONE AVAILABILITY.  

1. Any application to the Court to excuse attendance of any person whose attendance 

is required by California Rules of Court, Rule 3.1380 shall be made to the assigned 

judge not less than five (5) calendar days before the date set for the settlement 

conference.  

2. Any person whose presence at a settlement conference is required by California 

Rules of Court, Rule 3.1380 may be excused by order of the Court for good cause 

shown but, if so excused, shall be and remain immediately available for telephone 

communication with counsel and the Court at the time set for and throughout the 

settlement conference. 

F. NOTICE TO COURT UPON SETTLEMENT. 
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1. Should any case set for a settlement conference settle or otherwise terminate before 

the date of any conference, hearing, or trial, the attorneys for the parties shall 

immediately notify the clerk pursuant to California Rules of Court, Rule 3.1385.

2. Upon the settlement of a case at any time following the settlement conference and 

before the trial date, each party seeking any affirmative relief in the action shall 

immediately notify the Clerk, particularly if a further settlement conference is 

calendared.            

G. MANDATORY MEET AND CONFER 

1. Representatives of each party, with full authority to settle, shall meet in person or 

confer by telephone no less than ten (10) calendar days before the settlement 

conference in a good faith attempt to settle the case. 

2. A good faith offer and a good faith demand shall be exchanged.  Failure to make a 

good faith attempt to settle will result in the Court considering sanctions. (Effective 

7/1/92, as amended 7/1/02, renumbered 1/1/04, as amended 1/1/07, as amended 7/1/08, as amended 

7/1/10, as amended 1/1/26)   

3.11 LATE PAPERS (Effective 1/1/19, as amended 7/1/20) 

A. No paper shall be rejected for filing on the ground that it was submitted for filing after  

the time set forth in these Rules.  Late filed papers shall be filed by the Clerk and shall be 

marked conspicuously as "Late Filed Document."  

B. The Court may, in its discretion, refuse to consider late filed papers or may impose sanction, 

including monetary sanctions.  Where opposition papers are late or entirely omitted, no 

oral argument by the opposing party will be allowed unless the Court otherwise directs.  

Relief from the operation of this Rule must be sought from the Court by ex parte application 

or noticed motion and will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.  Such relief may 

also be conditioned upon payment of sanctions for noncompliance. (Effective 1/1/19, as 

amended 7/1/20) 

3.12 SANCTIONS (Effective 7/1/92, as amended 7/1/02, renumbered 1/1/04, as amended 1/1/07) 

A. If the Court finds that any party has not proceeded with due diligence or has otherwise 

failed to comply with Butte County Superior Court Local Rules and California Rules of 

Court, Rules 2.100-2.30, the following sanctions may be imposed:  

1. Strike all or any part of the pleadings of the party violating the Rules;  

2. Dismiss the action or enter judgment by default against such party;  

3. Impose other penalties of a lesser nature as otherwise provided by law; or  

4. Order that party or his or her counsel to pay to the moving party reasonable 

expenses, including attorney fees, incurred in seeking enforcement of the Rules. 

[Code of Civil Procedure § 575.2(a)] (Effective 7/1/92, as amended 7/1/02, renumbered 

1/1/04, as amended 1/1/07) 
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LOCAL RULE 4 ADMINISTRATION OF UNLAWFUL DETAINERS (Effective 7/1/97, Title Amended 

7/1/02, as amended 1/1/06, as amended 1/1/07, as amended 7/1/12) 

4.1 EFFECTIVE DATE  (Effective 7/1/97, as amended 7/1/02)       

A. This Rule applies to all unlawful detainer cases filed after July 1, 1997, and such other 

cases assigned to the Trial Court Delay Reduction Program by the presiding judge.  Small 

claims cases are not included. (Effective 7/1/97, as amended 7/1/02) 

4.2 DEFINITIONS (Effective 7/1/97)    

A. As used in Rule 4: 

1. The term “counsel”  includes parties representing themselves. 

2. The term “plaintiff(s)”  also includes cross-complainant(s).  

3. The term “defendant(s)”  also includes cross-defendant(s). 

4. “Conditional Settlement” means a binding settlement agreement filed with the 

Court which will result in a dismissal on the satisfactory completion of specific 

terms or result in a judgment without further hearing upon the filing of a 

declaration establishing defendant’s default. 

5. “Stipulation for Entry of Judgment” means that an agreement has been made 

between the parties on opposite sides of a lawsuit and that if a party fails to comply 

with the terms of the agreement, judgment will be entered pursuant to said 

stipulation.  If the parties comply with the terms of the agreement, the case will be 

dismissed. 

6. “Stipulated Judgment” means an agreement has been reached between the parties 

or their attorneys that a judgment be entered with the understanding that certain 

terms and conditions will be performed by the parties involved in the suit. (Effective 

7/1/97) 

4.3 TRANSFERRED CASES (Effective 7/1/97)    

A. All cases transferred from another jurisdiction are subject to this Rule.  (Effective 7/1/97) 

4.4 POLICY   (Effective 7/1/97, as amended 7/1/02) 

A. It is the policy of the Court, 

1. To manage all cases from the moment the complaint is filed; 

2. To conclude 90% of all unlawful detainer litigation cases filed within thirty (30) 

days of filing of the complaint and 100% within forty-five (45) days; 

3. That once any date has been set, it cannot be changed without a showing of good 

cause; 

4. To monitor all cases on the Court’s calendar until judgment is entered or a dismissal 

filed;

5. That at the time of adjudication of the case, by dismissal or entry of judgment, all 

remaining parties, including DOES, will be dismissed by the Court. (Effective 7/1/97, 

as amended 7/1/02) 

4.5 EXCEPTION ORDERS (Effective date 7/1/97)
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A. Nothing in this Rule shall be interpreted to prevent the Court in an individual case, on 

written motion of any party or the Court’s own motion, from issuing an Exception Order 

based on a specific finding that the interests of justice require a modification of the routine 

processes as prescribed by this Rule.  (Effective date 7/1/97) 

4.6 FILING OF COMPLAINT   (Effective date 7/1/97, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 1/1/06) 

A. At the time of filing of the complaint the plaintiff will be notified that an OSC re:  Dismissal 

will be issued in 45 days if the case has not been adjudicated or a Request to Set Case for 

Trial – Unlawful Detainer (Judicial Council of California Form UD-150) or conditional 

settlement has not been filed. (Effective date 7/1/97, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 1/1/06) 

4.7 SERVICE OF SUMMONS   (Effective date 7/1/97, as amended 7/1/02) 

A. Any proposal for an order for service by publication, or posting, presented to the Court 

shall contain the date by which such service will be completed.  (Effective date 7/1/97, as 

amended 7/1/02) 

4.8 REQUEST TO SET CASE FOR TRIAL   (Effective date 7/1/97, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 1/1/06) 

A. A Request to Set Case for Trial – Unlawful Detainer (Judicial Council of California Form 

UD-150) shall be filed within 45 days of the filing of the complaint. 

B. If a Request to Set Case for Trial – Unlawful Detainer is not filed within the time specified 

in Butte County Superior Court Local Rules, Rule 4.8(a), an Order to Show Cause shall 

issue.  (Effective date 7/1/97, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 1/1/06) 

4.9 SETTING OF CASES FOR TRIAL   (Effective date 7/1/97, as amended 7/1/02) 

A. Trial dates will be assigned under the direction of the Supervising Judge of the Civil 

Division or designee.  (Effective date 7/1/97, as amended 7/1/02) 

4.10 DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL   (Effective 7/1/97, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 1/1/06, as amended 7/1/12) 

A. A party desiring a jury trial shall, after issue is joined, make demand at the time of filing 

the Request to Set Case for Trial – Unlawful Detainer, or by written demand within five 

(5) days after service of such request by any other party. 

B. Jury fees must be deposited with the Clerk’s Office at least five (5) calendar days prior to 

the date of trial. The amount of the jury fee deposit can be found on the Court’s website at 

www.butteCourt.ca.gov. (Effective 7/1/97, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 1/1/06, as amended 7/1/12) 

4.11 RESERVED (Effective 7/1/97, as amended 1/1/00) 

4.12 DUTY OF COUNSEL    (Effective 7/1/97, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 1/1/07)   

A. In estimating the time for the trial of an action, it shall be the duty of the attorney to estimate 

said time as accurately as possible.  

B. Pursuant to California Rules of Court, Rule 3.1385, whenever a case set for trial has been 

settled, the attorneys or parties shall immediately notify the Court thereof.  Failure to do so 

will be deemed an interference with the proceedings of the Court and may result in 

defaulting counsel being ordered to show cause why counsel should not be held in 

contempt of Court, or other sanctions imposed.
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C. Plaintiff shall file a dismissal, stipulated judgment or conditional settlement with the Court 

pursuant to California Rules of Court, Rule 3.1385.  Failure to do so shall result in 

dismissal, unless good cause is shown. (Effective 7/1/97, as amended 7/1/02, as amended 1/1/07) 
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 LOCAL RULE 6 ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION (Effective 1/1/06, as amended 1/1/07, as 

amended 1/1/10, as amended 7/1/10, as amended 1/1/11, as amended 7/1/12, as amended 7/1/17, as amended 7/1/25) 

6.0 APPLICABLE LAW AND RULES (Effective 1/1/06, as amended 7/1/10, as amended 7/1/10, as amended 7/1/12, 

as amended 7/1/25) 

A. This Rule covers judicial arbitration and civil action mediation. Counsel should ensure 

compliance with all Trial Court Delay Reduction Rules. It does not apply to contractual 

arbitration pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure section 1280 et seq.  

B. Counsel and neutrals utilizing these procedures must familiarize themselves with the 

applicable statutes and California Rules of Court. For judicial arbitration such provisions 

are Code of Civil Procedure §§1141.10 to 1141.31 and California Rules of Court, Rules 

3.810 through 3.830; for mediation such provisions are Code of Civil Procedure §§1775 

through section 1775.15 and California Rules of Court, Rules 3.850 through 3.860.  

C. Refer to California Rules of Court, Rule 3.811 to determine the following actions are 

exempt from Arbitration:   

1. Actions that include a prayer for equitable relief that is not frivolous or 

insubstantial.   

2. Class actions.   

3. Small Claims actions or trial de novo on appeal.   

4. Unlawful Detainer proceedings.   

5. Any action found by the Court to be not amenable to arbitration or mediation on 

the ground that arbitration or mediation would not reduce the probable time and 

expense necessary to resolve the litigation. Upon its own motion or by any party, 

the Court may determine whether the action is or should be exempt from arbitration 

or mediation.  

6. In addition to those actions exempted from arbitration by Rule 3.811 and all limited 

civil cases in which no jury trial is demanded, cases with an estimated time for trial 

of less than two days, shall be excluded from mandatory arbitration or mediation. 

Any case, however, may be arbitrated or mediated upon written stipulation of the 

parties, upon written request of the plaintiff, or upon order of the Court. When no 

preference is expressed by litigants or there is no consensus to the selected ADR 

process, the Court may make a mandatory referral to mediation.   

7. Pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure §1775.4, an action ordered into arbitration 

may not be ordered into mediation and an action that has been ordered into 

mediation may not be ordered into arbitration. If an action has previously been 

referred to the Court ADR program and an ADR hearing was scheduled, the action 

cannot be ordered/referred again.  

8. As defined by California Rules of Court, Rule 3.735, a short cause action is 

exempted from ADR.  (Effective 1/1/06, as amended 7/1/10, as amended 7/1/10, as amended 

7/1/12)  

RULES APPLICABLE TO BOTH ARBITRATION AND MEDIATION 

6.1 COURT FILE (Effective 1/1/06) 
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authorized in accordance with Butte County Superior Court Local Rules, Rule 14.3(A) 

through Butte County Superior Court Local Rules, Rule 14.3(E). 

1. Attorneys must submit any claims to the Court for attorney fees and other 

reasonably necessary expenses within sixty (60) days of services being rendered 

for services rendered in and between the months of July and May . Services are 

considered rendered irrespective of whether a case and services pursuant thereto 

remain ongoing. 

2. For purposes of fiscal year-end accounting, attorneys are urged to submit any 

claims for services rendered within the month of June, as soon as possible, and 

must submit any such claims within thirty (30) days after the end of the fiscal year 

on June 30 

th .  

3. Claims submitted after the deadline listed in subsections A(1) and A(2) of this rule 

may not be paid by the Court. Any such late claims must be accompanied by a 

letter explaining the reason(s) for the delay, which the Court will take into 

consideration when determining if payment will occur. Late claims without a letter 

will not be paid. 

B. Prior to incurring investigative, or other expert fees and/or other costs, the form of order 

presented for authorization must be accompanied by a declaration in support thereof. 

C. The declaration in support of investigative and/or expert witness fees and costs will be (1) 

authored by the expert or investigator attesting to the nature of work to be done, the number 

of hours expected, anticipated costs, hourly rate(s) depending on the nature of the work 

and (2) have a resume or curriculum vitae attached along with (3) a statement by the 

attorney detailing they have made the inquiry as detailed in the declaration and describing 

the relevance of the information or services sought. 

D. For purposes of this Local Rule: “investigator” includes an individual or company 

providing services in support of the relevant needs of the attorney on behalf of their client; 

“expert” includes an individual the attorney intends to proffer in Court as an expert in a 

particular subject. 

E. Authorization of reimbursement for costs as detailed in this Local Rule does not amount to 

a finding by the Court that testimony or evidence of the investigator or expert will be 

admitted in Court, nor constitute a finding that an individual qualifies as an expert under 

the law. 

F. The declaration shall contain the following language: “The cost(s) and expense(s) of such 

service(s) or examination(s) shall not exceed $ ___________________ (the dollar amount 

the attorney is requesting the Court authorize on each Ex Parte Appointment Order).” 

G. The request for reimbursement must be submitted by the attorney and include a proposed 

form of order that includes the following language: “The Court finds that the cost(s) for 

expert or investigative service(s), as detailed in the declaration, is/are a legitimate expense 

of the Superior Court of California, County of Butte and such costs will be reimbursed to 

the attorney by the Court upon written certification of the attorney that the expenses have 

been incurred.” 

H. A request for reimbursement of costs incurred shall be paid to the attorney upon the 

attorney’s presentation of an itemized billing attached to or listed on a completed Butte 

County Superior Court Claim for Professional Services, with attached receipts for expenses 
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the total value of the asset as to its community and separate 

property values; 

11) Witness List (of all non-impeachment witnesses) including name, 

address, telephone, statement of issue expected to testify to 

12) Expert witness name, business address, telephone, statement of 

issue upon which the expert is expected to offer testimony 

statement of qualifications of expert and copy of the expert’s 

curriculum vitae. Any written report of the expert shall be 

provided no later than forty-five (45) days prior to trial. 

a. If the expert is retained less than forty-five (45) days 

before the trial, then the above information shall be 

provided as soon as is possible but in no event later than 

thirty (30) days before trial. 

13) Exhibit List (of all non-impeachment exhibits).  The actual 

exhibits shall be exchanged at least five (5) days prior to trial; they 

will be served at the same time as the trial brief;

14) Statement of unusual items and copies of appraisals performed of 

these items (oriental rugs, sterling silver, unusual jewelry, 

collections (ex: dolls, antique tools, handcrafted items)) or a 

statement that the parties have agreed to a particular value or to a 

particular appraiser; 

15) Statement that statistical facts are undisputed, or if contested, what 

the differences are and the basis for the party’s contentions; 

16) Statement of the educational debts incurred for which 

reimbursement is sought and the conditions under which it was 

incurred, the amounts repaid to date, if any, and the degree earned, 

if any; 

17) Statement of the circumstances around any domestic violence 

restraining orders issued, domestic violence allegations and what 

supporting documentation is expected to be presented at trial; 

18) Statement of the circumstances around any alleged habitual drug 

or alcohol use, if a custody matter, and what supporting 

documentation is expected to be presented at trial; 

19) Spousal support – all of the factors in Family Code §4320 et seq 

should be addressed individually; 

20) Attorney’s fees and costs; the stated attorney’s fees shall include 

a declaration by the attorney (“Cueva declaration”) as well as 

copies of all billing statements for which a contribution to fees and 

costs is sought.  For any expert for which costs are sought, a 

declaration and copy of their billing statements shall also be 

served; 

21) A statement that all discovery has been completed; 
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16.25 PETITIONS TO TERMINATE PARENTAL RIGHTS AND FREE A MINOR FROM PARENTAL 

CUSTODY AND CONTROL (Effective 1/1/15)  

A. Any party or attorney seeking to file a petition to terminate parental rights and free a minor 

from the custody or control of a parent, pursuant to California Family Code §7881 et seq., 

must present to the Court clerk appropriate forms of order at the time the petition is filed. 

Petitions presented without appropriate forms of order will not be filed. 

B. A party or attorney is encouraged to use a standard form of order, including any forms 

available through the Butte County Superior Court website. (Effective 1/1/15) 

16.26 ADOPTIONS (Effective 1/1/15)  

A. Any party, agency or attorney seeking an order of adoption must present to the Court clerk 

an Adoption Request (Judicial Council Form ADOPT-200), Adoption Agreement (Judicial 

Council Form ADOPT-210) and an Adoption Order (Judicial Council Form ADOPT-215) 

before a hearing for an order of adoption will be calendared. These forms are also available 

in the Court Clerk’s Office and Self-Help Assistance & Referral Program Office. 

B. A party or attorney is encouraged to use standard forms of order available through the 

Judicial Council website; including following the instructions on How to Adopt a Child in 

California (Judicial Council Form ADOPT-050). (Effective 1/1/15) 

16.27 PARENTING COORDINATOR GUIDELINES (CHILD CUSTODY AND VISITATION) 
(Effective date 7-01-18) 

A. Role of the Parenting Coordinator 

1. A Parenting Coordinator is a mental health professional, or family law attorney, 

who specializes in helping high-conflict parents resolve disputes regarding their 

children. Parenting Coordination is a child-focused dispute resolution process that 

combines parent education, dispute assessment, mediation, facilitated negotiation, 

and conflict and communication management. When parents are unable to resolve 

their parenting disputes with the Parenting Coordinator's assistance, the Parenting 

Coordinator makes recommendations or decisions on issues that are specified in a 

stipulation and order. The ultimate goal is to help parents learn to resolve disputed 

or difficult issues amicably and efficiently on their own, without having to involve 

the Parenting Coordinator or the adversarial process. 

B. Selection and Appointment of Parenting Coordinator 

1. Timing 

a. A Parenting Coordinator may be appointed at any time during a proceeding 

involving child custody or visitation issues, upon the stipulation of the 

parties and subject to the approval of the Court. 

C. Procedure 

1. Appointment 

a. The parties may stipulate to the appointment of a Parenting Coordinator, 

subject to consent of the individual selected, and subject to the Court's 

approval. The Parenting Coordinator's role, powers, duties, term, and 

incidental matters should be set forth in a written stipulation and order. 
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schedule. Subject to the stipulation of the parties, the Parenting 

Coordinator has the authority to make decisions regarding the issues set 

forth below and such decisions are effective as orders when made. The 

decisions will continue in effect unless modified or set aside by a Court of 

competent jurisdiction. Parenting Coordinator decisions on these matters 

shall be communicated to parties and counsel in person, by telephone, 

mail, fax, email or email attachment and/or personal delivery, and will take 

effect immediately upon issuance. 

1) Minor alterations in schedule that do not substantially alter a 

child's time with either parent during a thirty (30) day period. 

2) Dates, times, designated person, location and method of pick-up 

and delivery. 

3) Sharing of parent vacations and holidays. 

4) Responsibility for transportation of the child(ren) to accommodate 

time-sharing between the parents. 

5) Selection of child care/daycare and babysitting providers. 

6) Childrearing disputes such as bedtime, diet, clothing, homework, 

and discipline. 

7) Participation in after school, enrichment, and athletic activities. 

8) Scheduling disputes arising from after school, enrichment, 

athletic, religious education and training and other activities. 

9) Health care management, such as scheduling appointments, and 

determining who attends appointments and responsibility for 

reporting the outcome of any appointments to the other parent. 

10) Participation of others in a parent's designated time with the 

child(ren), significant others, relatives, etc.  

11) In the case of infants and toddlers, increasing time share when 

developmentally appropriate. 

12) Right of first refusal for child care responsibilities. 

13) Scheduling swaps of custodial time. 

14) Coordinate participation in Court-ordered alcohol and drug 

monitoring or testing, including setting a process for selection of 

monitors or testers if the parents cannot agree. 

15) Other matters, subject to the stipulation of the parties and the 

approval of the Court. 

3. Powers of the Parenting Coordinator; Second Level – Authority to Make 

Recommendations to the Court 

a. The Parenting Coordinator shall have authority to make recommendations 

on issues having a longer-term impact on the child(ren)'s best interests, 

short of changes in physical or legal custody or substantially limiting 

parents' access to child(ren). The Parenting Coordinator has the authority 
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Coordinator's file may not be subpoenaed, and the Parenting Coordinator may not 

be compelled to testify. 

K. Format of Order Appointing Parenting Coordinator 

1. Parties who stipulate to the appointment of a Parenting Coordinator shall submit a 

Stipulation and Order Appointing Parenting Coordinator (Butte County Superior 

Court Local Rule, Form FL.100). Court and counsel may fashion individual orders 

for unique situations. (Effective date 7-01-18) 
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6. Any documents with attachments/exhibits that cannot be accurately transmitted via 

electronic filing due to size or type; 

7. Documents typically submitted during the course of a proceeding (e.g. Trial 

Exhibits); 

8. Lodged Documents; 

9. Documents for cases under seal; 

10. Copy Requests; 

11. Labor Commissioner deposit of cash or check. While the Labor Commissioner 

Appeal must be filed electronically, it will not be processed until the filing party 

has deposited the award with the Court. The deposit must be made in person or 

through mail and must be completed within five (5) Court days of submitting the 

Appeal for filing with the Court. (Effective 7/1/17, as amended 7/1/20, as amended 7/1/23) 
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f. The collection, receipt, deposit and accounting of fees for filing, for 

preparing or certifying copies and for other fees; the receipt of jury fees, 

bonds, undertakings, fines, forfeitures and revenues; the keeping of money 

deposited in Court, including, but not limited to, funds received in 

connection with minors' compromises.

g. The maintenance of statistical financial records and the preparation of 

reports to the Judicial Council and other state and county offices as 

required by law or policy. 

h. The preparation of the Clerk's transcript on appeal and the transmission of 

the record and exhibits to the reviewing Court. 

i. The receipt of wills of decedents. 

j. The taking of bail and related matters as provided in the Penal Code. 

k. The provision of calendar management, including the calendaring of cases 

and hearings and the maintenance of Court calendars and schedules. 

l. The printing and sale of Court forms and Rules of Court; the procurement 

of supplies. 

m. The keeping and affixing of the seal of the Court to appropriate 

instruments. 

n. The administrative functions related to the above, including, without 

limitation, hiring, training and supervision of personnel; accounting 

functions; mailing activities; and ordering and storing equipment and 

supplies. 

3. Pursuant to the authority contained in Government Code §68114.6, the Court 

hereby transfers to the Court Executive Officer the powers, duties and 

responsibilities of the Clerk of the Court with respect to the employment and 

supervision of personnel whose principal activities are to serve the Court in 

providing the functions outlined above in subsection (A). 

4. Pursuant to the authority contained in Code of Civil Procedure §195(a), the Court 

hereby appoints the Court Executive Officer to serve as Jury Commissioner. 

5. Pursuant to the authority contained in Government Code §69840(a), the County 

Clerk is relieved of any obligation imposed on her by law with respect to the above 

powers, duties and responsibilities, effective January 1, 1996. (Effective date 7/1/96, as 

amended 1/1/99, as amended 7/1/16, as amended 7/1/19) 

50.3 RESERVED (Effective 7/1/96, as amended 1/1/99) 

50.4 JUDICIAL VACATION DAY DEFINED (Effective date 1/1/02) 

A. Time away from the Court for more than one-half (1/2) day for vacation purposes shall be 

deemed as a full day of vacation. (Effective date 1/1/02)  
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LOCAL RULE 51 COMPLAINT PROCEDURES (Effective date 7/1/19, as amended 7/1/25)  

51.1 COMPLAINTS REGARDING ASSIGNED JUDGES (Effective date 7/1/19) 

A. This Rule applies to all judges assigned through the Assigned Judges Program administered 

by the Judicial Council of California.  
B. Complaints against an assigned judge shall be submitted to: 

  Court Executive Officer 
  Superior Court of California, County of Butte  
                        One Court Street 
                        Oroville, CA 95965  

C. A notice of receipt, signed by the Presiding Judge, shall be sent to the complainant with 

information regarding to where the complaint was directed. (Effective date 7/1/19) 

51.2 COMPLAINTS REGARDING TEMPORARY JUDGE PRO TEM (Effective date 7/1/19, as amended 

7/1/25) 

A. This Rule applies to all Temporary Judges appointed pursuant to California Rules of Court, 

Rule 10.743. 
B. Complaints against a Judge Pro Tem may be submitted in writing to: 

  Court Administration 
   Superior Court of California, County of Butte 
  One Court Street 
  Oroville, CA 95965 

C. Written notice of the final action shall be sent to the complainant, to the extent possible, 

within ninety (90) days. (Effective date 7/1/19, as amended 7/1/25) 

51.3 COMPLAINTS AGAINST SUBORDINATE JUDICIAL OFFICERS (Effective date 7/1/19) 

A. This Rule applies to all Subordinate Judicial Officers as defined by California Rules of 

Court, Rule 10.703. 
B. Complaints against a Subordinate Judicial Officer may be submitted in writing using the 

Subordinate Judicial Officer Complaint Form and returned to: 

  Court Executive Officer 
  Superior Court of California, County of Butte 
  One Court Street 
        Oroville, CA 95965 

C. Written notice of the final action shall be sent to the complainant, to the extent possible, 

within ninety (90) days. (Effective date 7/1/19) 

51.4 COMPLAINTS AGAINST COURT EMPLOYEES (Effective date 7/1/19, as amended 7/1/25) 

A. It is the objective of the Court to Courteously receive and to investigate complaints 

concerning its employees. Complaints against Court employees may be submitted in 

writing to: 

  Court Administration 
  Superior Court of California, County of Butte 
  One Court Street
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  Oroville, CA 95965

 

B. Court Administration will send an acknowledgement when the complaint has been 

received. 
C. If further action is needed, and to the extent possible, the investigation process shall be 

completed within ninety (90) days. Upon the completion of any investigation, a notice of 

the final action shall be sent to the complainant. (Effective date 7/1/19, as amended 7/1/25) 

51.5 Language Access Complaints (Effective date 7/1/19) 

A. The Court is committed to providing equal access to Court users regardless of English 

proficiency. Members of the public who have a complaint or other feedback about the 

Court’s language access services may complete a Language Access Complaint Form which 

may be returned to: 

      Language Access Representative  
  Superior Court of California, County of Butte 
               One Court Street 
                   Oroville, CA 95965 

B. The Language Access Complaint Form will be available in hard copy at every Court facility 

and electronically on the Court’s website (www.butteCourt.ca.gov). 
C. The Language Access Representative will respond to all language access complaints other 

than those submitted anonymously within sixty (60) days. (Effective date 7/1/19) 
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FL.100 Stipulation and Order Appointing Parenting 

Coordinator  
Rules 15 

and 16 
A.D. 1/1/25 Optional 

FL.110 Certificate of Qualifications to Serve as a Parenting 

Coordinator  
Rules 15 

and 16 
E.D. 7/1/18 Mandatory 

FL.120 Request for Default or Uncontested Hearing Rules 15 

and 16 
E.D. 7/1/20 Mandatory 

FL.130 Request for Review of Ability to Pay 

Determination; and Order Addressing Request 
Rule 16 E.D 1/1/25 Mandatory 

GR.010 Memorandum to Set Case for Trial  Rule 1 A.D 7/1/25 Mandatory 

GR.020 Trial Readiness Conference Statement  Rule 1 A.D. 7/1/24 Mandatory 

GR.030 Request/Notification for Audio/Visual Presentation 

Equipment  
Rule 1 A.D. 7/1/21 Mandatory 

GR.040 Procedural Stipulations for Jury Trial Rule 1 A.D. 1/1/18 Optional 

GR.050 Financial Information Rule 14 A.D. 1/1/25 Mandatory 

GR.060 Request for Remote Appearance and Order Rule 1 E.D. 7/1/25 Mandatory 

JV.010 Certificate of Competency To Practice In Juvenile 

Dependency Court  
Rule 17 A.D. 1/1/18 Mandatory 

JV.020 Petition and Order Regarding Public Information 

(WIC § 676)  

 

Rule 17 A.D. 1/1/25 Mandatory 

JV.030 Declaration in Support of Request to Inspect and/or 

Copy Juvenile Court Records Without a Court 

Order 

Rule 17 A.D. 7/1/25 Mandatory 

JV.040 Confidentiality Notice and Agreement for Juvenile 

Cases 
Rule 17 E.D. 7/1/25 Mandatory 

LM.010 Declaration Re: Notice of Ex Parte Application for 

Orders And/Or Orders Shortening Time 
Rule 2 A.D. 1/1/25 Optional 

LM.020 Request for a Pretrial Discovery Conference  Rule 2 E.D. 7/1/19 Mandatory 

LM.030 Opposition to Request for a Pretrial Discovery 

Conference  
Rule 2 E.D. 7/1/19 Mandatory 

LM.040 Order on Request for a Pretrial Discovery 

Conference  
Rule 2 A.D. 7/1/25 Mandatory 

PR.010 Court Investigator Information Sheet Rule 12 A.D. 1/1/18 Optional 

PR.020 Order Appointing Court Investigator  Rule 12 A.D. 1/1/25 Optional 

PR.030 Order Continuing Conservatorship Rule 12 A.D. 1/1/25 Mandatory 

PR.040 Ex Parte Petition to Dispense with Accounting and 

Order 
Rule 12 A.D. 1/1/25 Mandatory 

E.D. – Effective Date, A.D. – Amended Date 
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